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"On bare concrete"
Ameera Ziyan

The body of works by the artist Ameera Ziyan which is presented in this exhibit, holds within a farewell song, along with
deep and painful longing, internal struggle, defiance and reconciliation, as she soars between worlds of memory and
forgetfulness, tradition and progress, family orientation and one's independence

In her photographs, Ameera brings a sense of bold, fresh way of thinking of someone who is chained to what she is now,
.to what she might wish to be, and to what she could never be

In a series of meticulously staged photographs as she's present, vanishing and misleading the viewers at the same
time, Ameera leads us into her inner world which is instigated and surprisingly at peace. Air, wind and concrete mix and
.compete together in a rendezvous that seems to exist only in her world

The father figure which was influential and meaningful in Ameera's life, is also present in her works, even though it's
.invisible. For example, like in the portrait of a young girl with the concrete background

Serving as a metaphor, we keep seeing different shades of concrete in Ameera's photographs, and it brings out questions
.to whether it's just a thin, small, unstable layer, or actually a solid- built base of reinforced concrete

In her work "Veil: Self- portrait", the veil looks frozen in dimensions of space and time, almost touching the ground. The
desire to break free from conventions of the past, isn't fulfilled. The uniqueness of this work lies within this spot between
.heaven and earth. The desire to break free remains still and frozen, in that spot

In the work " Little Pieta' ", the artist is photographed behind a curtain, shadowed like the flowers and the vase from front.
In the vapors, the image of the little, personal pieta' of Ameera, is created. To the left, dark side, there is a Television
screen which shows a face of a man with a threatening look on his face, as if he's making sure that the borders are not
.crossed

In the work "Against a window", the artist is photographed in a self- portrait as she lies down on her late father's bed,
.facing the personal bereavement and loss

The desire and ambition to break free from the chains of the past passes sharply in her work "The Book", where shows
.a book which is heavily covered and shaded by concrete

As a woman and a breaking through artist in a patriarchal world, Ameera succeeds in combining both worlds inside of
her, and instead of rebelling, she decides to remain in her village and teach art. The desire to make a change from within,
.overcomes the desire and passion to rebel against the conventions, despite the personal price she had to pay

In Ameera's works there are imagination and reality, past present and future, all mix together, yet the secret is not
revealed yet. Just like the sacred books of the Druze community, which will forever be kept secret from those who are
.non-believers

Ameera Ziyan lives in the Druze village "Yarka", Winner of the Shpilman prize for Excellence In photography 2009, and
graduated in honors in her studies for her Master's in Arts from Haifa University in 2012. These days she teaches arts to
.the new generation of students in her village

In her works, Ameera opens a window for us to the world that most of us aren't familiar with. Despite the fact that many
.of us know the Druze community, a lot is shrouded in secrecy

.Avshalom Levi / Curator
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